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 2019 Upcoming Events    
 
  June 29-30  Fishing Derby 
 
  July 29   Canoe/Kayak Race 
 
  July 30   Lobster/Steak Dinner 
    Annual Meeting 
 
  Aug 10  Paddle on Mattawamkeag 
 
  Check out all of the details and much more at: 
 

www.IslandFallsLakesAssociation.com 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 
Winter is a great time for         
reflection, at least reflection of 
the past summer and eager 
thoughts about the next warm 
season.   As I think about the 
past year and the upcoming 
spring, summer and fall we have 
a lot to be thankful for.    
     Our Annual Meeting at the 
end of July featured a success-
ful auction and highlighted    
recent activities sponsored by 
your Lakes Association.  The 
spring fishing derby was a new       
activity for the IFLA and was a 
smashing success as a first 
year-event.  Plans are already 
well underway for the 2019 
Summer Fishing Derby. The 
traditional canoe/kayak race 
was launched again from Birch 
Point and featured an under-12 
age category.  With this, along 
with the new photo contest, and  
Mattawamkeag Lake Paddle 
outing, we are hopefully        
cultivating a future generation of 
association members and lake 
stewards. 
     The IFLA collaborated with 

the Town of Island Falls late last 

summer to install display      

centers at the boat landings of 

Pleasant and Mattawamkeag 

Lakes that contain important   

safety information on lake     
navigation.  Lake depth maps 
with marked  hazards flew out   
of the displays and had to be    
replenished several times! 
     Water quality is relatively 
stable in both lakes but that 
does not mean there are no        
concerns.  There are still     
identifiable sources of         
phosphate erosion into the    
watersheds and as you know 
phosphate is the number one 
public enemy of water quality.  
This means that water quality 
monitoring (by our volunteers) 
will continue to play a crucial 
role in creating public aware-
ness.  Data from the volunteer 
lake monitoring program can be 
found at www.lakesofmaine.org.  
     Fundamentally, we cycle 
back to our mission, which I  
interpret this way, “How to     
provide information and         
inspiration in a completely    
neutral manner to help our  
community of property owners 
and recreational users act with  
a sense of stewardship to keep 
our lakes clean and  pristine.”  
We hope to continue creating 
awareness by promoting the 
clean fun and memory making 
that we can accomplish around 
clean healthy lakes. 

      We will continue to be a 
source of information for those 
who have questions about the 
impact of shorefront develop-
ment, roads leading to lake-
fronts and  effects of the entire 
watershed on each lake. 
     The most impact anyone 
can have on our mission is to 
become a member because 
being a member is simply an 
affirmation that you think 
water quality is important. 
     In closing, I would like to 
acknowledge the dedication 
and support we receive from 
our members, our trustees and 
local businesses who so     
generously support our        
activities.  I would be remiss to 
not give special tribute to Steve 
Edwards for his dedication and      
leadership as the past        
president – Thank you for your 
service! 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Bob Guerette 

https://www.islandfallslakesassociation.com/
http://www.lakesofmaine.org


 

P A G E  2   

Canoe/Kayak Race 2018  
 
Child (9 and Under): 
1st Place          Robert Malone             4:30 
 
Male Junior Kayak (Age 10-14): 
1st Place           Matt Smith                  20:02 
 
Female Junior Kayak (Ages 10-14): 
1st Place           Kadence Peter           24:52   
  
Female Kayak (Under 40): 
1st Place           Kara Pettyjohn           18:02 
  
Female Kayak (Over 40): 
1st Place           Kellie James               19:45 
 
Male Kayak (Under 40): 
1st Place           Spencer Graham         6:50 
  
Male Kayak (Over 40): 
1st Place           Tom Burgos                19:05 
  
Tandem Kayak 
1st Place           Bob & Aimee               18:16 
                          Guerette  
 
Junior/Senior Canoe 
1st Place           Bill & Olivia Phipps     23:54       
                          Olivia Phipps (19) 
2nd Place          Charley Phipps &                23:59 
                          Lily Phipps (20) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fishing Derby 2018 

2018 Winners: 
Bass —             1st place  Dana Charette, 3.17 pounds 

                             2nd place Cliff Urquhart, 2.85 pounds 
                             3rd place  Kim Haggan, 2.66 pounds 

Pickerel —     1st place Paul Ouellette 2.96 pounds 

                             2nd place Dick Vining 2.88 pounds  
                             3rd place Jacob Richard 2.56 pounds 

Salmon —      1st place Jim Kelley 3.80 pounds 

                             2nd place Peter Blood 3.04 pounds 
                             3rd place Carol Blood 2.27 pounds 

Trout —            1st place Bruce Boisvert 1.55 pounds  

                             2nd place David Butterfield 1.30 pounds 
                             3rd Jim Kelley 1.02 pounds 

White  —         1st place Jacob Richard 0.83 pounds 

Perch               2nd place Ken Cutler 0.46 pounds  

                             3rd place Ken Cutler 0.38 pounds 
 

Children's Derby 

First place winners:   Luke Jackson, bass, 2.8 pounds 
                                  Robby Wood, pickerel, 1.78 pounds 
                                  Cole Signoretti, salmon, 2.76 pounds 
                                  Emma Byers, trout, 1.99 pounds 
                                  Abigail Farnsworth, white perch, 0.24 

See full race results at: 
 
www.IslandFallsLakesAssociation.com 

http://www.islandfallslakesassociation.com
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Annual Meeting 2018 

 
Installation of a ShoreCam on Upper Mattawamkeag:  
     Negotiations are underway between Jeff Clark of Crown of Maine  
     website and the IFLA Board.  Glen McNelly has volunteered the use of his property as the 

camera location. 
 
Information Kiosks at the public boat landings on both lakes:  
      Ed Doherty chaired this project and got right to work.          

The kiosks were ordered, arrived, and installed in short order.  
Depth maps, with rocks and other hazards indicated, were 
posted as well as fishing regulations.  An IFLA informational 
brochure was also posted. 

 
June, 2019/June, 2020 IFLA Calendar:  
      Andrea Edwards chairs this project.  Pictures of both lakes in 

all four seasons are needed. Send to aedwards@fairpoint.net.   
      Calendars will be available at the June 2019 IFLA Fishing 

Derby. 
 
“Name the Islands” Contest: Esther Harte is the project chair.  The guidelines: anyone who 

would like to propose a name for our islands in Mattawamkeag Lake is asked to submit 
their idea along with an explanation of why they have chosen that name.  Ideas can be 
submitted via the website or via the US mail at IFLA, PO Box 63, Island Falls, ME 04747.  
All entries must be submitted by Sunday, July 28

th
 at the Canoe/Kayak Races.  

The IFLA Board will choose the winner and announce the new name/names at next year’s 
Annual Meeting on Tuesday, July 30

th
.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LakeSmart is an education and reward program that assists 
lakefront homeowners to manage landscapes in ways that 
protect water quality.  
Trained volunteers perform property assessments for      
participating homeowners. Sites that score well earn the 
coveted LakeSmart Award, consisting of two distinctive blue 
and white signs that can be posted at the waterfront and 
driveway.  

2018 LakeSmart Award Recipients 
Congratulations to: 
 
Jim and Sheila DeCrescenzo on Mattawamkeag 
Don and Candy McKellar on Pleasant 
Toosie Smith and Mike Hubbard on Pleasant 
 
Toosie Smith responded by recognizing Charlie Walker for all the work 
he had done building that camp and property. 

mailto:aedwards@fairpoint.net
https://mainelakessociety.org/lakesmart/
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www.IslandFallsLakesAssociation.com 

 

Please renew your  
annual membership!   

Mail $20 to: 
IFLA 

PO Box 63 
Island Falls Maine 04747 

 
The annual Election of Trustees:  

 
Steve Edwards (2019) 
Peter Qualey (2019) 
Ed Doherty (2019) 

Marcia Pankratz (2019)   
Gary McCue (2019 

Jen Cogliantry (2019) 
Esther Harte (2020) 
Debra Dwyer (2020) 

Darlene Porter (2020) 
Jeff Wingate (2020) 
Bill Schenk (2021) 

Sherry Pettyjohn (2021) 
 

Slate of Officers Elected for 2018/2019  
 

President: Bob Guerette 
Vice President: Gary Pankratz 

Secretary: Sherry Pettyjohn 
Treasurer: Gary McCue 

Water Quality Report 
 
Candy McKellar and Sherry Pettijohn 
conducted a Level 1 Invasive Plant   
Survey of the public boat landing area 
on Mattawamkeag lake in Sept.  They 
identified 21 species of aquatic plants 
which were all native, thankfully.  The 
most interesting was the number of 
smooth roundish balls found on the   
bottom around the landing ramp.  It is a 
colonial algae called Nostoc.  There was 
much concern on the lake about the 
very abundant large "cotton-candy-like" 
masses/balls of the filamentous algae 
called "metaphyton."  Although the 
masses are nasty looking, they do not 
represent an algae bloom which would 
make the lake look green from the sur-
face down over a large area with no   
visibility at all to the bottom.  Metaphyton 
colonies start to grow as soon as ice-out 
occurs and appear in the shallow warm-
er areas of the lake. There seems to be 
an increase in the growth of these      
colonies in Maine lakes for unknown 
reasons.  Pleasant also has metaphyton 
colonies.  

Our membership is growing - Be part of the     
effort by spreading the word.  Refer a friend or 
neighbor by sending their email to us.  
We will do the rest. 

https://www.islandfallslakesassociation.com/

